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Davis, Nicola: Starlings form ‘friendships’ to help each other with breeding, study finds.

The Guardian. (Published 7 May, 2025) —#ck %
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1) Why do superb starlings need helpers to raise their offspring?
(a) Because the environment sometimes gets too cold for two birds to raise chicks alone.
(b) Because breeding birds usually have too many chicks at once, they need help.
(c) Because food is scarce and raising chicks is difficult without support.

(d) Because the breeding birds are usually too young to raise chicks on their own.

2) What pattern did researchers find in the starlings’ helping behaviour?
(a) The birds consistently helped specific breeding birds, even across seasons.
(b) The birds helped all other birds equally, regardless of relationship.
(c) The birds avoided helping the same bird more than once.

(d) The birds helped only young birds who had not yet raised chicks.

3) Which of the following is NOT a true statement based on the article?
(a) The researchers collected DNA from the birds to study how they were related.
(b) The researchers observed starling groups across multiple continents.
(c) The researchers compared the birds’ helping behaviour to human friendships.

(d) The researchers studied bird behaviour across more than 40 breeding seasons.

4) What advantage do superb starlings gain by living in larger groups?
(a) They share food and rest more evenly across the group.
(b) They survive longer and raise more chicks successfully.
(c) They migrate more easily and find safer places to live.
(d) They fight less and choose breeding partners more easily.
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(7") Birds of a feather flock together,

(a) Birds often become friends when they share similar food.

(b) Birds stay close to others that are familiar or similar to them.
(c) Birds usually build nests in the same area as birds of a similar size.

(d) Birds with similar needs travel in large groups for health and safety.



() chime with
(a) separate
(b) sound
(c) suggest
(d) support
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(a) However
(b) In fact
(c) Therefore
(d) As a result
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(1) ..., meaning some individuals () [others, from, to, refrain, help, care, breeding]
(a) others (b) from (c)to  (d)refrain (e) help (f)care (g) breeding

(#7) theresearch (5) [recognise, idea, supported, that, birds, the, could] each other
(a) recognise (b)idea  (c) supported (d)that (e)birds (f)the (g)could
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