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1 Applied Linguistics

The aim of the course is to understand what applied linguistics is all about, how its research is
implemented, and what insights we can obtain from its research outcomes. Although applied
linguistics is a part of linguistics, it has a close relationship with some aspects of medicine. The course

will mainly focus on the features which bridge the gap between language and medicine.
2 Course outline

The course covers the following topics in a series of five regular classes and two special lectures:
1. What is applied linguistics? (Interdisciplinary study.)
2. How do babies/children acquire and develop their first language? (The process of first-language
acquisition.)
3. How do people acquire, learn, and ultimately master their second/foreign language(s)?
(Second-language acquisition/learning and foreign language learning/teaching.)
4. What relations are there between language and cognitive science? (Language-processing model on
grammar and multiple intelligences.)
5. How do professionals think about and use their language? (Professional expertise.)
Each of the classes will consist of a one-hour lecture, followed by a half-hour essay-composition
period concerning the lecture topic.
The lecture classes will be conducted only in English.
The two special lectures cover the following two topics:
(1) Tropical diseases and (2) healthcare on remote islands in Japan. The first lecture is provided in
English by an Indonesian medical doctor at a medical school in a local university and the second one

1s delivered in Japanese by a Japanese medical doctor at one of the prefectural hospitals in Okinawa.
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